ITALIAN SUPPORT MATERIALS
“Easy Readers” – edizione semplificata ad uso scolastico e autodidatico
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A
-
basta su un vocabolario di 600 parole

B
-
1200 parole

C
-
1800 parole

D
-
2500 parole

Titoli già pubblicati:

www.easyreader.dk
Giovanni Boccaccio:  Andreuccio da Perugia (A)
Dario Fo: Gli imbianchini non hanno ricordi (A)

Natalia Ginzburg: Ti ho sposato per allegria (A)

Dacia Maraini: Mio marito/L’altra famiglia (A)

Italo Calvino: Marcovaldo (B)

Achille Campanile: Il segreto e altri racconti (B)

Lara Cardella: Volevo i pantaloni (B)

Piero Chiara: I giovedi della signora Giulia (B)

Collodi: Le avventure di Pinocchio (B)
Giovanni Guareschi: Don Camillo (B)

Ignazio Silone: Vino e pane (B)

Mario Soldati: Cinque novelle (B)

Susanna Tamaro: Va’ dove ti porta il cuore (B)

Niccolò Ammaniti: lo non ho paura (C)

Alessandro Baricco: Seta (C)

Andrea Camilleri: Otto giorni con Montalbano (C)
Andrea Camilleri: Nuove avventure con Montalbano (C)
Carlo Cassola: La ragazza di Bube (C)
Grazia Deledda: L’edera (C)

Alberto Moravia: Sette racconti (C)

Vitaliano Brancati: Don Giovanni in Sicilia (D)

“Culture smart”: a quick guide to customs and etiquette.

“La Pagina Breve”, ISBN 88-530-0325-1, ed. Litoprint, Genova.
Reader of short stories by various famous Italian authors.  For more advanced students (Int 2 / Higher).  Has vocabulary support.  More of such readers found on. www.cideb.it
Italian / English Visual Dictionary

[image: image2.wmf]ed. DK, 2005.  Super resource (£7.99) – see full catalogue at www.dk.com
First Thousand Words in Italian with website link for book at: www.usborne-quicklinks.com 

Italian à la Cartoon
Cartoons by Italy’s most popular cartoonists keyword list given, a literal translation – and the original cartoon.  Excellent resource.
ed. Passport Books, 1996.

Essential Italian For Kids by AA
www.theAA.com – Super resource, £3.99
ISBN 0-7495-3039-1 Ideal for Access, Int 1.

Si scrive cosi: a writing workbook for Beginners, ed. NTC / Contemporary Publishing Company.
ISBN 0-8442-8035-6.

Scriviamo, scriviamo – as above, for “advanced” beginners – emphasis on verbs.  Also pronouns, adjectives, adverbs.

Lessons vary in format; puzzles, illustrations, etc.

Oxford Starter Italian Dictionary, ed. OUP

Excellent for Access, Int 1 pupils.

Mastering Italian Vocabulary: a thematic approach, ed. Barron’s.
ISBN 0-8120-9109-4.

Very good for Int 2 / Higher.

Quickcheck Italian: ed. Barron’s.
ISBN 0-7641-0309-1.
Fifty fun-to-do 5 minute tests designed to jog your memory and sharpen knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, Italian Culture (close word-matching, crosswords, true of false quizzes).

Collins Easy Learning Italian Grammar: ed. Harper Collins, 2006. £6.99
ISBN 0-00-722111-8 (www.collins.co.uk) 
Beginner’s Italian Reader: ed. NTC / by Daniel Rolfs, PhD.

Everyday life experiences of young Italian people.

Easy Italian Reader: in three parts to discover language, history and culture.
See www.books.mcgraw-hill.com
Mosaico Italiano: stories for foreigners. 
Series of readers produced by Università per Stranieri di Siena, ed. Bonacci.

Dialoghi Simpatici by Carlo Graziano.
A graded introduction reader for beginning students, ed. NTC.

ISBN 0-8442-8042-9

For Higher / Advanced Higher Students:
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Upgrade your Italian by Clelia Boscolo, ed. Hodder Arnold, 2005.

Excellent resource.

Advanced Italian: ed. Hugo (book and CD)

www.dk.com – Very good.

Better Reading Italian by Daniela Gobetti, PhD, ed. McGraw-Hill, 2003.

Covers cuisine, fashion, design, travel, family, education – short passages to reflect real-life, contemporary issues taken from magazines, internet, books and newspapers.

Parallel Text: Italian Short Stories

1, 2 and 3 available, ed. Penguin, 1971.

Vivavenezie: super resource to find out about Venice, Venetian culture.

Written for young learners, very good way to approach “culture”.

See www.elzevior.com 
ISBN 88-87528-00-4, ed. Elzeviro, 2005.  Gives websites of interest too:

www.turismovenezia.it
www.govenice.org
www.virtualvenice.net
www.venetianlegends.it
www.venetia.it
Surfing the Net in Italian

A good place to start:

about.com
-
lots of great information on Italy in English.
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When you feel more confident try :

· www.yahoo.it
· www.msn.it
· www.cnnitalia.it
· www.iol.it
· Viaggiare
www.wandering.com – offers personal accounts of travelling in Italy.  Read or add your own experience.


· Studiare
www.it-schools.com – information on Italian language schools in Italy.


· Leggere
www.voicebuster.it – has the lowdown on urban legends in Italian.  Great place to practice language skills.  Check your comprehension by reading the story in English afterwards.


· www.aforisma – it features anything and everything you can imagine which might fill up your tempo libero (spare time): from barzellete (jokes) to aforismil (sayings) to ricette (recipes).


· www.fabula.it – it is the perfect place for reading and writing in italiano (of course!)


· ascoltare
www.musicaitaliana.it – has everything you always wanted to know about Italian music.

· www.rockol.it/classifiche.asp - features the Italian top 10.


· www.liverock.it – has the lowdown on all the bands touring in Italy.


· www.italian-american.com – is the official Italian – American website of New York with great links and information re Italian history and its place in the United States.

Suggestions for further reading
www.it.yahoo.com





Yahoo Italy

www.iol.it






IOL Italy
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Lycos Italy

www.virgilio.it/home/index.html



Italian search engine

www.italysoft.com/news/giornali-online.html

On-line newspapers

www.europa.ue.int





The European Union 








(click on the Italian link)

www.edscuola.it/archivio/minind.html


Education

www.palazzochigi.it





Council of Ministers

www.quirinale.it





Office of the Presidency    









of the Republic

www.esteri.it/lafarnesina/indirizzi/amb-cons.htm
Italian embassies and consulates






www.murst.it






Ministry of Education

www.casa.unimo.it/univ_it.htm



Italian universities
www.mondoscuola.it




Educational news and resources










www.chiesacattolica.it/cci/home.html


The Catholic Church

www.women.it





Women’s issues

www.bambini.it





Children

www.bimbi.it






Children

www.canzoni.it





Italian songs

www.italianissima.net




Italian songs

www.ita-bol.com





On-line books

www.liberilibri.it





On-line books

www.liberliber.it





On-line books

www.shopping.it





On-line shopping

www.internetbookshop.it




Bookstore

www.ebay.it






e-bay Italy

HOW TO SOUND LIKE AN ITALIAN
	[image: image6.wmf]A. SPICE UP YOUR CONVERSATION

	Beh!
	Well…, Um…, So…

	Mah!
	But! Oh! Ugh!

	Vabbé!
	Okay!

	Ma dai!
	Come on!  Come off it!  Gimme a break!

	Non Esiste!
	No way!

	Meno male!
	Thank God!

	Magari!
	I wish!

	Figurati!
	Just imagine! or Of course (you can)!

	Uffa!
	Hmph!  Argh!  Ugh!

	Che disastro!
	What a disaster!

	Mi prendi in giro?
	Are you kidding me?

	Dico sul serio!
	I’m serious!

	… da morire!
	… to die for!

	Roba da pazzi!
	Crazy stuff!


	B. A WORD FOR THE WISE

	In bocca al lupo! – Crepi!
	Good luck! (Lit. in the mouth of the wolf!) – Here, here! (Lit. May he die!)

	[image: image7.wmf]Chi dorme non pecca, ma non piglia pesci.
	The early bird gets the worm. (Lit. He who sleeps doesn’t sin, but neither does he catch any fish).

	Finché la va, la va.
	As long it lasts, it lasts.

	Chi la dura, la vince.
	Slow and steady wins the race. (Lit. He who lasts, wins).

	È arrivato come it cacao sui maccheroni.
	Just what was needed! (Lit. It arrived like cheese on macaroni!).

	Volere è potere.
	Where there’s a will, there’s a way. (Lit.. To want is to be able)

	Non si può avere la botte piena e la moglie ubriaca.
	You can’t have your cake and eat it too. (Lit. You can’t have your bottle full and your wife drunk.

	Meglio soli che male accompagnati
	It’s better to be alone than in bad company.

	Mal commune mezzo gaudio.
	Misery loves company. (Lit. Shared misery is half the fun).

	Poca brigata, vita beata.
	Two’s company, three’s a crowd. (Lit. Small      brigade, blissful life).

	Piove, governo ladro!
	Blame it on the government. (Lit. It’s raining you thief of a government).

	Chi rassomiglia si piglia.
	Birds of a feather flock together.  (Lit. Those who are alike, take each other).

	Vale più la pratica che la grammatica.
	Practice makes perfect! (Lit. Practice is worth more than grammar!)

	Chi non risica, non riescia.
	He who takes no risks doesn’t prosper.

	Quando volerano gli asini.
	When pigs fly! (Lit. When donkeys fly!)


Alma Edizioni – i racconti di italiano facile sono originali e semplici da leggere:

storie poliziesche, d’amore, d’avventura, horror, noir ……

[image: image8.wmf]1º livello:
  500 parole
2º livello:
1000 parole

3º livello:
1500 parole

4º livello:
2000 parole

5º livello:
2500 parole

    (stories and exercises)

È dispomibile il CD audio

www.almaedizioni.it
info@almaedizioni.it
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